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JV8 CENTRAL GRASSLANDS 
CONSERVATION INITIATIVE

A MULTI-NATIONAL COMMITMENT TO CONSERVING 
AND RESTORING NORTH AMERICA’S GRASSLANDS



North American Central Grasslands once 
covered over 550 million acres from Canada to 
Mexico. More than 60% of Central Grasslands 
have been lost over the past 200 years.

Grasslands are one of North America’s largest and 
most vital ecosystems. They are among the most 
endangered terrestrial ecosystems on Earth. 

Losing the Central Grasslands puts human com-
munities, wildlife, and a sustainable future  
at risk.

Disappearing Grasslands:  
A Critical Ecosystem in Collapse
A Quest to Conserve and Steward Grasslands for 
Future Generations

Economic pressures related to the competition for 
grassland resources are the biggest threat to this 
ecosystem. Investing in conservation programs to support 
and promote grasslands with compatible land uses will 
make all the difference.

Flowering agave. Photo: Dave Krueper

Based on the JV8 Business Plan to Recover North America’s Central 
Grasslands: Strategies, Funding, and Partnerships Needed to Save One 
of the World’s Most Endangered Ecosystems (2024).
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Why Central Grasslands Matter
North America’s Central Grasslands are the region’s economic engine, supporting live-
stock production, water supply, carbon storage and sequestration, erosion control, and 
climate regulation. Tens of millions of people comprising many cultures, communities, 
and economies live and work in our Central Grasslands.

North American Central 
Grasslands Biome:  
Historical and Current Extent

Left: historical extent of Central 
Grasslands in North America 
prior to colonial expansion. 

Right: current extent of Central 
Grasslands in North America. 

The colors represent different 
types of grasslands.

	■ Support climate-smart agriculture, which may 
reduce carbon emissions and increase carbon 
sequestration. 

	■ Increase jobs and other workforce opportunities 
for generations to come.

	■ Protect and restore the cultural traditions and 
lands of Indigenous peoples and Nations.                

	■ Promote recovery of grassland birds, the group 
with the steepest population declines in North 
America.

Investing in grasslands conservation will:

 Photo: Morgan Shorter
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Strategies to Stem Grassland Loss 
and Slow Bird Population Declines
OVER ARCHING GOAL:
No net loss of Central Grasslands by 2044

To maintain grasslands for local communities 
across North America – and essential habitat 
for birds and other wildlife – investments 
need to scale up to include conservation 
actions on 27.8 million acres of grasslands 
every year, with a cumulative total of 375 
million acres by 2044.

What It Costs to Meet  
the Need
Every year more habitat is lost, making it 
harder to reach the net acres needed to 
conserve this biome. But if we act now and 
rapidly scale up available funding, we can 
still recover the Central Grasslands.

A proposed scaling strategy (2024-2044) for JV8 and other 
partners to implement conservation actions on 27.8 million 
acres annually by 2044, for a cumulative total of 375 million 
acres. These goals align with the Central Grasslands Roadmap 
goal of 100 million acres of grassland improved, restored, or 
kept intact for the benefit of people and nature across the 
biome by 2034.

Grasslands and Whetstone Mountains, Arizona. Photo: Dave Krueper
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Protection in Action
McIntyre Ranch in Alberta 
encompasses more than 55,000 acres 
of critical prairie grassland and wetland 
habitat. A monumental conservation 
easement on the ranch is the largest 
such agreement in Canadian history. 
Partners include: Government of 
Canada, Nature Conservancy of 
Canada, Ducks Unlimited Canada and 
the land trust community. 

Conservation Action Total Annual Conservation 
Acres Needed

Total Annual Conservation 
Funds Needed

Average Cost/Acre

Habitat protection 425,000 $458,575,000 $1,079

Habitat restoration 457,000 $91,400,000 $200

Habitat enhancement 10,754,000 $648,460,000 $60-$80

Habitat persistence/retention 16,130,000 $693,590,000 $43

Total 27,766,000 $1,892,025,000

Increase JV8 Operating Capacity funding from 
$200,000 to $500,000 per year to collaborate 
with more than 100 implementation partners across 
sectors and scales. 

	■ By 2027, increase Partnership Capacity funding to $25 
million per year to increase staffing from the current 50 
positions to 200 positions.

	■ By 2034, increase Resilient and Connected Habitat 
funding to $1.3 billion per year to implement conservation 
actions on 19.5 million acres annually.

	■ By 2044, achieve no net loss of grasslands and conser-
vation actions on 375 million cumulative acres at a cost of 
$1.9 billion per year with a diverse, multinational array of 
partners.

Scaling Up Conservation: Step-by-Step Goals

Grassland Habitat Conservation Actions: Total Annual Conservation Acres and Funding Needed by 2044, Across All Partners

To make progress, we need to scale up grasslands 
conservation with multiple partners to reach a 
funding level of $1.3 billion per year by 2034.

The McIntyre Ranch easement is part of an effort in 
Canada to protect and conserve more than 700,000 
hectares (1.7 million acres) of ecologically sensitive 
land. Photo: Ducks Unlimited Canada
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Together we can conserve North America’s 
Central Grasslands. Turning the tide on grass-
land losses will take investment in strategic 
actions, including:

Protection: Maintaining large 
blocks of grasslands through land 
protection practices and Indige-
nous grassland initiatives. 

Restoration: Reestablishing 
healthy habitat on lands that were 
intentionally converted to other 
uses, like growing crops, or were 
altered by natural disasters. 

Enhancement: Improving the  
health of damaged or poorly  
functioning grasslands. 

Persistence/Retention: Keeping 
working intact grasslands healthy 
through education, outreach, 
sharing knowledge and culture, 
training, and technical and 
financial assistance programs for 
landowners and land managers.

Photo: Carrie Zukoski

There’s No Time to Waste
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Grassland 
habitat and 
species loss 
will continue  
– and get 
worse – 
without 
intervention.

	■ Raise money to stabilize and reverse the loss of Central 
Grasslands.

	■ Increase staff among all agencies and organizations 
to implement conservation actions that promote and 
support grassland health.

	■ Engage with agriculture-based government agencies, 
Indigenous Nations, historically underserved ranchers 
and farmers, grazing land coalitions, sustainable energy 
development initiatives, and conservation groups. 

To scale up these conservation actions,  
JV8 and partners need to:

Restoration in Action
Two and a half million acres of 
grasslands in Nebraska’s Sandhills 
region are threatened by encroachment 
by trees. Partners are working with 
private landowners through cost-share 
programs to eliminate Eastern Red 
Cedar seed sources and establish intact 
grassland cores.

Grassland habitat before and after removal of invasive 
Eastern Red Cedar trees. Photos: R. LodgeChestnut-collared Longspur. Photo: Christian Artuso
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Birds, A Critical 
Indicator of 
Grassland Health
As the Central Grasslands have disappeared, so 
have the bird populations that depend on them. If 
we don’t act soon, the chance to conserve these 
birds, along with the Central Grasslands, will be lost.

Birds are indicator species. When bird populations 
plummet, it is a sign that grasslands are in trouble.

Grassland Bird Population Decline in Relation to Acres Lost to Cropland 
Conversion, Central Great Plains of Canada and the U.S.  (Source data: North 
American Breeding Bird Survey and World Wildlife Fund Plowprint.)

Enhancement in Action
The Sustainable Grazing Network 
is a collaboration between Bird 
Conservancy of the Rockies, 
Evaluación Integral y Restauración 
de Hábitat, A.C., Rio Grande JV, and 
northern Mexican landowners. The 
goal is to conserve and enhance 
wintering habitat for migratory 
grassland birds. The SGN currently 
involves 31 properties encompassing 
over 600,000 acres. Landowners 
participate voluntarily. RGJV and 
EIRHA, with additional support from 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
are measuring habitat results 
by implementing the Grasslands 
Effectiveness Monitoring protocol.

Ranchers in Mexico who participate in SGN learn to apply ben-
eficial land management practices.  Photo: Rebekah Rylander

7



Grasslands and Climate Change
Globally, grasslands store 91% more carbon than tem-
perate forests, and nearly two times more soil organic 
carbon, according to the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change.

Protecting grasslands and soil organic carbon is 
one of our most effective natural climate solutions. 
Support of healthy rangeland management practices, 
regenerative agriculture, and grazing by both cattle 
and bison help keep soils healthy, which traps carbon 
while supporting essential habitat for native wildlife.

Population Declines of North American Birds by 
Major Breeding Biome Since 1970 (Rosenberg et al., 
Science, 2019.)

Persistence/Retention  
in Action
The younger generation of a 
12,000-acre Montana family ranch 
is taking over the operation. Ranch 
managers are working with several 
NGOs to finance enhancements to 
improve infrastructure and grazing 
management. The goal is to build 
drought resiliency and long-term 
persistence of intact, sustainable 
rangelands.
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Sustainable grazing practices can retain grassland 
health. Photo: Miruh Hamend



Working Together for Habitat, 
People, and Wildlife     
The JV8 partnership includes members from hundreds of organizations across Canada, 
the U.S., Mexico, and Indigenous Nations. The partnership is well-positioned to coordinate 
projects across governments and multinational frameworks with powerful leverage from 
state/provincial, private, corporate, and other fund contributions.

JV8 supports and strengthens on-the-ground efforts by working with land stewards and 
stakeholders regionally and locally to deliver habitat conservation through adaptive re-
source management strategies. 

Prairie Habitat 
Joint Venture

Northern  
Great Plains  

Joint Venture Prairie Pothole 
Joint Venture

Playa Lakes  
Joint Venture

Rainwater Basin 
Joint Venture

Sonoran 
Joint Venture

Oaks and Prairies  
Joint Venture

Rio Grande  
Joint Venture

About Migratory Bird Joint Ventures
JVs are habitat-based partnerships with nearly 40 years of con-
servation success. They are recognized as a leading model for 
delivering strategic landscape-scale conservation.

JVs bring together diverse partners to implement on-the-
ground projects and create lasting conservation solutions. 

Learn more at  
MBJV.org

	■ Achieve landscape-scale 
conservation outcomes 

	■ Develop non-partisan solutions 

	■ Provide economic vitality for 
local communities 

	■ Specialize in conservation on 
working lands 

	■ Foster resilient communities  

	■ Connect people with nature 

Migratory Bird Joint Ventures:
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JV8 Members

The JV8 Central Grasslands Conservation Initiative (JV8.org) is one of several coordinated 
efforts to address the loss of grassland habitat and wildlife species, and the associated 
impacts to the communities and economies needed to maintain this iconic biome.

Building on the work of the Central Grasslands Roadmap (grasslandsroadmap.org) and 
other collaborative efforts, JV8 implements collective solutions to support resilient and 
sustainable grasslands and human communities in this region.

JV8’s vision is that the grasslands from Canada to Mexico support 
stable, thriving, and diverse communities of birds, other wildlife, and 
people into the future.
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Conserving the Central Grasslands of North America is the conservation challenge 
of our time and cannot be tackled by individual organizations. The eight Migratory 
Bird Joint Venture partnerships represent a critical path forward to dramatically 
increase the conservation community’s ability to conserve grassland habitat at a 
scale to save this important biome and the species that depend on it.

– Jeff Raasch, Wetland and Joint Venture Program Leader, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Based on the JV8 Business Plan to Recover North America’s Central Grasslands: Strategies, 
Funding, and Partnerships Needed to Save One of the World’s Most Endangered Ecosystems (2024). 

Photo: Miruh Hamend
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